from Sinners in the Hands
of an Angry God

Jonathan Edwards

Summary This excerpt from Edwards’s ser-
mon describes God’s rising anger against
the sinners in the congregation. These
sinners, Edwards says, are like spiders
that their angry God holds over hell.
Edwards tells his listeners that they can
save their souls from everlasting suffer-
ing only if they beg God for forgiveness now and experience the saving grace of
conversion, which will give them a place among the elect, or those chosen by
God.

Note-taking Guide

Use this chart to record details of what Edwards tells the sinners in his

audience.
Purpose Details to Achieve This Purpose
To motivate listeners * Only the power of God holds you up.
to convert and save
their souls
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